
MEETING CONDUCTED BY THE “GOTOMEETING” APP 
… THERE WAS A LOT OF FEED BACK, DOGS BARKING AND PEOPLE 

TALKING ON THE AUDIO WHICH MADE IT HARD TO HEAR ALL THAT 
SPOKE DURING THE MEETING… 

 
 
REGULAR MEETING  
March 25, 2020 
Struthers, Ohio 44471 
 

The Regular Meeting of the Council of the City of Struthers, Ohio, was held on 
Wednesday, March 25, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. in Council Chambers with the following 
members present at Roll Call: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 
Pingley.  
 
 President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik was present at the Meeting.  
 
 President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik asked everyone to stand for the Pledge. 
 
 Pledge was recited.  
 
 President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik thanked everyone for coming this 
evening. 
 
 President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik recognized the invited guest in attendance 
at the Regular Council Meeting: Mayor Catherine Cercone Miller, Safety Service 
Director, Tim Daley, Auditor, Christina Bohl, and Law Director, John N. Zomoida Jr. 
(Tax Commissioner, Ryan Rogalski, Judge Dominic Leone and Treasurer, Robert D. 
Carcelli, III–not present.).  
 
 President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik, asked for a motion to dispense with the 
reading of the minutes of 1st Regular Meeting dated Wednesday, March 11, 2020 and 
Emergency Special Meeting Minutes dated March 17, 2020 and to accept the minutes. 
Do I have a motion? A second? 

 
 Burnside moved seconded by Bigley to dispense with the reading of the minutes 
of 1st Regular Meeting dated March 11, 2020 and Emergency Special Meeting Minutes 
dated March 17, 2020 and accept them as prepared by the Clerk.  
 Roll Call: Voting yea: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 
Pingley. 
 Motion carried 7-0. 
 
 Meeting minutes accepted by 7-0 vote. 
 
 President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik, asked the clerk to read the 2 pieces of 
communications. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS 
1) STRUTHERS MUNICIPAL TREASURER’S CASH TRANSACTION 

REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF FEBRUARY 2020 SUBMITTED BY 
ROBERT D. CARCELLI, STRUTHERS CITY TREASURER. 

 
2) STRUTHERS MUNICPAL COURT REPORT FOR THE MONTH OF 

FEBRUARY 2020 SUBMITTED BY LORRAINE SCIORTINO, CLERK 
OF COURT. 

 
 President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik., asked for a motion to receive and file the 
communications. 
 

Bayus moved seconded by Carcelli to receive and file said communications.  
 Roll Call: Voting yea: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 
Pingley. 
 Motion carried 7-0. 
 
 Communications accepted and received by 7-0 vote. 
 
 



 
 MAYOR’S REPORT (On Audio) 
 Mayor Catherine Cercone Miller was present at the meeting and had a verbal 
report for Council this evening. Mayor Miller stated that she will submit the report with 
the next Regular Meeting. 

 

Office of the Mayor 
City of Struthers, Ohio 

Catherine Miller, Mayor  
 

Executive Order 
 

2020-01 
 

Declaration of State of Emergency 
City of Struthers, Ohio 

 
WHEREAS, COVID-19 is a respiratory disease that can result in serious illness 

or death and is caused by the SARS-CoV-2 virus, which is a new strain of coronavirus 
that had not previously identified in humans and can easily spread from person to person. 
The virus is spread between individuals who are in close contact with each other, 
generally within six (6) feet, through respiratory droplets produced when an infected 
person coughs or sneezes.  It may be possible that individuals can get COVID-19 by 
touching a surface or object that has the virus on it and then touching their own mouths, 
nose, or eyes;  
 
 WHEREAS, on January 30, 2020, the International Health Regulations 
Emergency Committee of the World Health Organization declared the outbreak of 
COVID-19 a public health emergency of international concern;  
 
 WHEREAS, on January 31, 2020, Alex M. Azar, II, Secretary of Health and 
Human Services, determined and declared a public health emergency;  
 
 WHEREAS, on February 1, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health issued a 
statewide Health Alert Network to provide local health departments with updated 
guidance for COVID-19;  
 

WHEREAS, on March 9, 2020, Governor Mike DeWine issued  Executive Order 
2020-01D declaring a state of emergency for the entire the State to protect the well-being 
of the citizens of Ohio from the dangerous effects of COVID-19 and to assist in 
protecting the lives, safety, and health of the citizens of Ohio;  

 
WHEREAS, on March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization officially 

declared COVID-19 to be a global “pandemic” requiring “urgent and aggressive action” 
to control the spread of the virus;  
 

WHEREAS, on March 12, 2020, Governor DeWine announced the closing of all 
kindergarten through 12th grade schools through April 3, 2020 and the Ohio Department 
of Health Director, Amy Acton, signed an order prohibiting mass gatherings in the State 
of Ohio;  

 
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, President Donald J. Trump declared a National 

Emergency, invoking the Stafford Act and allowing Federal Emergency Management 
Agency to coordinate disaster response and aid state and local governments in addressing 
the COVID-19 pandemic;  

 
WHEREAS, on March 13, 2020, the Department of Health issued an amended 

Director’s Order to Limit Access to Ohio Nursing Homes and Similar Facilities; 
 
WHEREAS, on March 14, 2020, the Department of Health issued an amended 

Director’s Order to require health screening for admission to State operated psychiatric 
hospitals and Ohio Department of Youth Services facilities and issued a Director’s Order 
closing all K-12 schools in Ohio;  

 
WHEREAS, on March 15, 2020, the Department of Health issued a Director’s 

Order to restrict the sale of alcohol, food, and all other beverages to carry-out sales and 



delivery only and issued interim guidance limiting mass gatherings to no more than 50 
people; 

 
WHEREAS, on March 16, 2020, the Department of Health issued a Director’s 

Order closing all polling locations on March 17, 2020 in the State of Ohio;  
 
WHEREAS, on March 22, 2020, the Department of Health issued a Director’s 

Order requiring all persons to stay at home unless engaged in essential work or activity;   
 
WHEREAS, as of March 24, 2020, the Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (“CDC”) lists 44,183 cases, and 544 deaths, in the United States;   
 
WHEREAS, as of March 24, 2020, the Ohio Department of Health lists 564 

cases, and 8 deaths, in the State of Ohio;    
 
WHEREAS, as of March 24, 2020, Mahoning County has 23 confirmed cases 

and is currently experiencing “community spread” of the virus that causes COVID-19;  
 

WHEREAS, in the City of Struthers, this threat has already impacted the daily 
lives of the citizens of the City of Struthers, and the need for citizens and City of 
Struthers employees to stay home from work and other public places should they be 
exposed to the virus substantially impairs the functioning of city government and its 
ability to protect the lives and property of the citizens of the City of Struthers;  

 
WHEREAS, § 139.02 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Struthers creates 

an Advisory Council of Civil Defense composed of members to be appointed by the 
Mayor (the “Advisory Council”) to advise the Mayor and the Director of Disaster 
Services on all matters pertaining to civil defense;  

 
WHEREAS, § 139.02 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Struthers further 

creates a Director of Disaster Services (the “Director”) to be executive head of the 
Advisory Council and responsible for carrying out the program for civil defense in the 
City;    

 
WHEREAS, § 139.01 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Struthers defines 

“civil defense” as the preparation for and the carrying out of all emergency functions 
resulting from disaster caused by fire, flood, earthquake or other natural causes, which 
functions include, without limitation, by reason of enumeration firefighting service, 
police service, medical and health service, communication, emergency welfare service, 
emergency transportation, and other functions relating to civilian protection, together 
with training and all other activities necessary or incidental to the preparation for any 
carrying out of the foregoing functions;   
 

WHEREAS, § 139.04 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Struthers 
provides that, in performing his or her duties under Chapter 139, the Mayor is authorized 
and empowered to (i) make, amend and rescind the necessary orders, rules and 
regulations within the limits of the authority conferred upon him or her in Chapter 139, 
and with due consideration to the plans of the State of Ohio and the federal government, 
as well as the plans of other political subdivisions for civil defense purposes, (ii) regulate 
intra-city traffic in the interest of national defense, (iii) make rules and regulations 
designed to safeguard public health, (iv) enforce all laws and regulations relating to civil 
defense including federal and state regulations and in emergency to assume direct 
operational control of all civil defense forces, (v) procure, or cause to be procured, 
supplies and equipment to institute, or cause to be instituted, training programs and 
public information programs to insure the furnishing of adequately trained and equipped 
forces of civil defense and to plan for the most efficient emergency use thereof, (vi) 
make, or cause to be made, such studies and surveys of the industries, resources and 
surrounding political subdivisions as may be necessary to ascertain the capabilities of the 
City for civil defense and to plan for the most efficient emergency use thereof, (vii) 
delegate any administrative authority vested in him or her under Chapter 139, and (viii) 
declare by proclamation or executive order a state of emergency;  

 
WHEREAS, I have appointed Christina Bohl, Dallas Bigley, Tim Daley and Tina 

M. Smith, PA-C as members of my Advisory Council and John N. Zomoida, Jr. as the 
Director of the Advisory Council; and  

 



WHEREAS, although the State orders currently require all non-essential 
businesses to close and residents to generally stay home, local governments have an 
obligation to its residents to continue sustained efforts to minimize the spread and 
mitigate the effects of COVID-19. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, I, Catherine Miller, Mayor of the City of Struthers, by 
virtue of the authority vested in me by the Ohio Constitution, the Ohio Revised Code and 
Codified Ordinances for the City of Struthers, do hereby order and direct that: 

   
1. A State of Emergency is declared for the entire City of Struthers to protect 

the lives and well-being of the citizens of the City as well as those who work, attend 
school, and visit the City, from the dangerous effects of COVID-19. 

 
2. In order to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, including the 

mitigation of the spread of COVID-19, a curfew shall be established within the corporate 
limits of the City of Struthers.  The curfew shall commence on March 26, 2020 and 
continue until further notice between the hours of 11:30 p.m. and 5:00 a.m.  No person 
shall be outside in this area during the curfew hours either as a pedestrian or by means of 
a vehicle, unless such person is (i) providing police, fire, or other governmental services, 
(ii) participating in, going to, or returning from employment at an essential business 
located outside of the corporate limits of the City of Struthers, or (iii) experiencing a 
personal or family medical emergency. This curfew applies to all persons within the 
corporate limits of the City of Struthers, including businesses located within the corporate 
limits of the City of Struthers and those traveling through the City of Struthers.  
 

3. This Executive Order shall take effect immediately and remain in full 
force and effect until (i) the pandemic no longer exists, (ii) such time to be determined by 
the Governor of the State of Ohio, as determined by the Director of Health of the State of 
Ohio and/or Executive Director of the Emergency Management Agency of the State of 
Ohio, (iii) Council, by resolution or ordinance, sooner declares the termination of the 
state of emergency.    
 
This order shall be in full force and effect after my signature is affixed to this document.  
 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have 
hereunto set my hand and caused the Great 
Seal of the Mayor of the City of Struthers, 
Ohio, to be hereto affixed on this _26th___ 
day of March, 2020.  
 
Catherine Cercone Miller____________ 
Catherine Cercone Miller, Mayor      

 
Save: Executive Order by Mayor Catherine Cercone Miller March 2020 (3)  

 
Mayor’s Verbal Report (Highlights Attached):  

 
MAYOR’S VERBAL REPORT 

 
Drive By Bunny 
While trying to adapt to all of these changes forced by the COVID-19 virus, the city will 
be having a drive by Easter Bunny route this Saturday, April 11th starting at 9:30 a.m. 
The Struthers Municipal Court community service truck will be carting the bunny up and 
down the streets of Struthers and parts of Poland Township where some of our school 
children reside. If any resident wishes to participate, please decorate your house, 
window, driveway or yard to help signal the bunny.   
 
Food Distribution 
With cooperation from the Struthers City Schools and Superintendent, Pete Pirone and 
the Struthers Police Department, we were able to host a distribution site in the 
Struthers High School parking lot for Second Harvest Food Bank and provide food for 
roughly 500 cars! Thank you Mr. Iberis, everyone at Second Harvest and especially to 
the National Guard for taking care of us during this difficult time.  
 
 



Captain Pat Bundy 
One of the very best Struthers has to offer, Captain Pat Bundy has officially retired from 
the Police Department. Pat is a true example of what it means to be from Struthers. 
While we all know he will not be hard to find because of his participation in everything 
Struthers, he will be greatly missed. We love you Pat! 
 
City Hall 
The City Hall building will be closed until further notice except for necessary Court 
procedures. Everyone is still working and the city is functioning as usual. Please visit the 
court’s website at www.strutherscourt.com for instructions. 
 

City Curfew 
To further enforce Governor Mike DeWine’s Stay-At-Home order, I declared a State of 
Emergency for the entire City of Struthers to protect the lives and well-being of the 
citizens of the City as well as those who work, attend school, and visit the City, from the 
dangerous effects of COVID-19. In order to protect the public health, safety, and 
welfare, including the mitigation of the spread of COVID-19, a curfew shall be 
established within the corporate limits of the City of Struthers.  The curfew commenced 
on March 26, 2020 and will continue until further notice between the hours of 11:30 
p.m. and 5:00 a.m.  No person shall be outside in this area during the curfew hours 
either as a pedestrian or by means of a vehicle, unless such person is providing police, 
fire, or other governmental services, participating in, going to, or returning from 
employment at an essential business located outside of the corporate limits of the City 
of Struthers, or experiencing a personal or family medical emergency. This curfew 
applies to all persons within the corporate limits of the City of Struthers, including 
businesses located within the corporate limits of the City of Struthers and those 
traveling through the City of Struthers. The Executive Order shall take effect 
immediately and remain in full force and effect until the pandemic no longer exists. 
The city would like to acknowledge the businesses who are cooperating with the city 
during this time and for helping us further enforce the curfew by altering your hours to 
further protect our city: Dunkin Donuts, Circle K, Sami Quick Stop, One Stop Depot, 
Morgan Oil, Wildcat Drive Thru, Nemenz IGA and Astro Shapes.  
 
Taxes 
We also have decided to extend our local Struthers filing date to July 15th to stay in line 
with the federal extension. The department will not be accepting any in-person filings. 
Instead, anyone wishing to file, and or pay their taxes, may do so by dropping them off 
in the drop box located in the door by the police garage marked “DROP OFF” where we 
have tight surveillance in place. They will mail receipts if necessary. There are also forms 
on our website if needed at www.cityofstruthers.com under the tax department tab. 
 
Senior Van 
We did temporarily suspend the Struthers Senior Van transportation services for the 
time being. We are working in collaboration with a quick action group that began with 
the help of our very own, Kristen Olmi. This group has been organized to provide seniors 
with assistance during COVID-19. They “have volunteers who will pick up food items 
from the grocery stores or food banks, medications from pharmacies, and deliver them 
to your home. Volunteers will also provide transportation to/from medical 
appointments.” Please dial 330-530-4038 ext 222. 
 
Police & Fire 
Our Police Department is prepared with N95 masks, gowns, goggles and nitro gloves if 
necessary. Anyone needing to speak to an officer or detective please call before you 
come because you may not be permitted in the building if it is not deemed necessary. 
The Fire Department is already prepared with the necessary equipment. We are still 
focusing on cleaning and disinfecting city hall as much as we possibly can. 
 
If you are unsure of any of the directions or have any questions please feel free to call 
our office at 330-755-2181 ext 110. 
 
Also, if you have any questions regarding COVID19, please call 1-833-427-5634 or refer 
to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) website at www.cdc.gov. 
 

http://www.strutherscourt.com/
http://www.cityofstruthers.com/


Take steps to protect yourself 
Clean your hands with soap and water often 
Avoid touching your eyes, nose, and mouth 
Avoid close contact 
Stay home if you’re sick 
Cover coughs and sneezes 
Wear a facemask if you are sick 
Clean and disinfect 
The city would like to thank all of the Doctors, Nurses, Medical Staff, Wastewater 
employees, and especially our Police, Dispatch & Fire Departments and all of our 
essential workers for protecting us. We salute you! 
 
The only way we are going to get through all of this is together. 
 Happy Easter! 
 
Sincerely, 
Mayor Cat Cercone Miller 
 
 There were no remarks or comments for the Mayor. 
 
REPORT OF STANDING COMMITTEES (On Audio)  
Wednesday, April 1, 2020  

 
Lori A. Greenwood, Chairman of Public Utilities scheduled a meeting for 

Wednesday, April 1, 2020 at 6:15 p.m. in Council Caucus Room. The purpose of the 
meeting is to discuss gas plans/rates for the City Buildings. 

 
Dallas A. Bigley, Chairman of the Finance & Legislation Committee scheduled a 

meeting for Wednesday, April 1, 2020 at 6:30 p.m. in Council Caucus Room. The 
purpose of the meeting is to discuss. 

 
…..Committee Meetings were canceled due to NO LEGISLATION…. 
 
 

ANYONE WISHING TO ADDRESS COUNCIL ON PENDING LEGISLATION 
  
 Comments/Remarks: (Audio Hard to Hear) 
 Mr. Dallas A. Bigley had a question about pending legislation. We are going to 
pass the Budget is getting passed tonight but we need to understand that this Budget is 
going to be forever changing. What is going on with the raises in accordance with the 
bargaining unions?  
 
 Auditor, Christina Bohl addressed Mr. Bigley’s questions. We are in emergency 
spending until data can shed light on the State of Emergency. 
 
 Mr. Ronald A. Carcelli asked the Mayor about negotiations with regards to tax 
filling date. 
 
 
 President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik asked the clerk to read the 3 pieces of  
legislation. 
 
LEGISLATION 
 
20-012 
AN ORDINANCE FOR THE APPROPRIATION FOR CURRENT EXPENSES 
AND OTHER EXPENDITURES OF THE CITY OF STRUTHERS, STATE OF 
OHIO, COVERING THE FISCAL YEAR OF 2020  ENDING DECEMBER 31, 
2020 AND REPEALING ORDINANCE NO. 19-057 AND ANY ORDINANCE 
INCONSISTENT HEREWITH AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 

Burnside moved seconded by Bigley that the rules of Council be suspended and 
the ordinance be placed upon its passage. 

Roll Call: Voting Yea: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 
Pingley.  

No Remarks. 



Burnside moved seconded by Bigley that the ordinance be passed as read. 
Roll Call: Voting Yea: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 

Pingley.  
No Remarks. 
Motion Carried 7-0. 
 
Legislation passed by 7-0 vote. 
 

20-013 
A RESOLUTION RESCHEDULING THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE 
APPLICATION OF EDWARD J. BARONE TO PLACE CERTAIN LAND 
LOCATED IN THE CITY OF STRUTHERS, OHIO IN AN AGRICULTURAL 
DISTRICT FROM MARCH 25, 2020 TO THE DATE ON WHICH COUNCIL 
CONDUCTS ITS FIRST REGULAR MEETING THAT COUNCIL IS 
PHYSICALLY PRESENT FOLLOWING THE CONCLUSION OF THE 
PRESENT STATE OF EMERGENCY AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
Bayus moved seconded by Carcelli that the rules of Council be suspended and the 

resolution be placed upon its passage. 
Roll Call: Voting Yea: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 

Pingley.  
No Remarks. 
Bayus moved seconded by Carcelli that the resolution be passed as read. 
Roll Call: Voting Yea: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 

Pingley.  
No Remarks. 
Motion Carried 7-0. 
 
Legislation passed by 7-0 vote. 

 
20-014 
A RESOLUTION REQUIRING PAYROLL DIRECT DEPOSIT FOR ALL CITY 
OF STRUTHERS EMPLOYEES AND DECLARING AN EMEGENCY. 

 
Bigley moved seconded by Pingley that the rules of Council be suspended and the 

resolution be placed upon its passage. 
Roll Call: Voting Yea: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 

Pingley.  
No Remarks. 
Bigley moved seconded by Pingley that the resolution be passed as read. 
Roll Call: Voting Yea: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 

Pingley.  
No Remarks. 
Motion Carried 7-0. 
 
Legislation passed by 7-0 vote. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS (On Audio) 
 Mr. Richard Bayus stated that he could barely hear what was said about the raises 
for the Police Department. This question is for the Auditor and Mayor. Were these raises 
already budgeted in this Budget should they get passed after said Covid-19. Thank you I 
was unable to hear. 
 
 Mrs. Christina Bohl, Auditor, answered that they are in fact already in place in the 
Budget that was anticipated it would cost for said raises that were agreed upon but not 
signed into a contract yet. She stated that if you all recall during the Budget workshop 
that these numbers are based on estimated receipts that were known at the time the 
Budget was created and obviously things have changed in the last weeks. Like Council 
suggested this Budget will likely be revisited as early as 30 to 45 days and those numbers 
my change. As you all know that we need to have a Budget in place by March 31, 2020 
to operate the City. This is a good Budget based on the information we had and to answer 
your question:  yes these Budget does include the raises that were discussed but not 
signed into contract yet. 
  
NEW BUSINESS  
 There were no remarks or comments under New Business. 
 



 
 
REPORT OF LAW DIRECTOR (On Audio) 
 Law Director, John N. Zomoida, Jr. was present at the meeting and had no said 
report for Council this evening. Mr. Zomoida spoke to the enforcement of the Executive 
Order and the protection for the residents of the City of Struthers at length. Mr. Zomoida 
explained that he was going to send off a letter to the Police Chief on how to go about 
enforcing the order. He went on to say that there will be actions of the order 1) Verbal 
warning for 1ST OFFENCE, 2) Attention of the Law Director 2ND OFFENCE and 3) 3RD 

OFFENCE Summons of Obstruction if people choose to violate the Executive order 3xs 
or more. 
 
 There were no remarks or comments for the Law Director. 
 
REPORT OF AUDITOR (On Audio) 

Auditor Christina Bohl was present at the meeting and had no said report for 
Council this evening.  
 

Remarks/Comments: 
Mr. Richard S. Bayus thanked Chrissy for explaining the answer and stated that 

she did a great job. 
 
REPORT OF SAFETY SERVICE DIRECTOR 
 Safety Service Director was present at the meeting and had no report for Council 
this evening.  
  

Remarks/Comments: 
 Mr. Ronald A. Carcelli asked the constituents that are turning in complaints in are 
these being placed on hold until all is back to normal or what? 
 
 Mr. Daley stated that yes. All complaints will go on hold until we get back to the 
office. 
 
 Mr. Ronald A. Carcelli said ok, thank you! 
 
 President of Council asked if it would help to put that information of the 
Executive Order on the electric sign downtown. 
 
 Mr. Daley said that yes we could do that. I would have to talk to Michelle but that 
should not be a problem. 

 
ADDRESSING OF COUNCIL (On Audio) 
(On Audio - These minutes are a summarization of the Regular Meeting and not 
verbatim.) 
 

Ms. Michelle Douglas, 265 Oakview, Struthers, Ohio 44471. I want me and my 
Family will be in complete compliance of the executive order: 10:30 p.m. until 5:00 a.m. 

 
 Mr. Zomoida stated 11:30 p.m. until 5:00 a.m. 
 
 
Elaine Ginnetti, 9th Street, Struthers, Ohio 44471. She first started off thanking the 

Mayor, John, Council and Megan for bringing the meetings into our homes. I have a 
question for Chrissy about the Budget was drastically cut. She wanted to know if the City 
will be able to run efficiently due to all the cuts and those cuts were made before 
COVID-19. What is the reason? 

 
Auditor Bohl stated that there is a two part answer to her question. The first part 

would be the reality of what light was when this Budget was put into place and the 
second part would be what the reality is now.  Chrissy stated that the City had about 
$500,000.00 less unencumbered balance which means that that much less to Budget with 
so what we normally do is we anticipate the receipts that are coming in and add it to 
money that were not appropriated the year before and we come up with a total and we use 
that total for a Budget and get that total certified through the county and not pass a 
Budget that exceed that total. She stated that she is limited to what can be budgeted due 
to the money that we will have available. So she stated that she spreaded that total 



decrease around the Budget. People are going to have to tighten the Budget. She spoke at 
length on the matter. 
 
 Elaine wanted to know why we are so far behind on collecting money? 
 
            Auditor Bohl stated that we collected $400,000.00 less in income taxes in the year 
2019 then we took in in the year 2018. So with the collections in 2019 were for collection 
in tax year 2018 is why the Budget is significantly less than year prior. Tax collections 
down coupled with equipment needed for the City to operate. We simply have less 
money.  
 
            Elaine with the COVID-19 would Federal and State money be available to the 
City of Struthers. 

 
Remarks/Comment:   
Mayor Cat Cercone Miller stated that she believed that it will that is what our 

Legislators are working on to become available to the City and that is why we had to 
declare our City in the State of Emergency so that we can be considered for State and 
Federal Funds because if we didn’t declare then we would not be eligible for grants 
moving forward. I am sure funding will be available but not sure what at this time. 

  
Mr. Dallas A. Bigley wanted to make a point off of what Elaine had to say, He 

stated that 75% of our City income comes from Income Tax so when you put that into 
perspective the residual comes from this will come next year. That is when we are really 
going to have to tighten up and we are going to be in trouble. Everyone’s income tax is 
going to be down this year because you are missing months of work. We are missing 
revenue from the Businesses that we get tax revenue from so next year I am going to be 
very concerned with moving forward so we are going to have to be prudent as possible 
with spending this year, next year and possibly the following year after that. 
 
 
President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik announced the Committee Meetings 
scheduled for Wednesday, April 1, 2020 is as follows:  
 

6:15 P.M. Public Utilities Committee Chairman Lori A Greenwood & 
Members: Ronald A. Carcelli, James E. Baluck. The purpose of the 
meeting is to discuss the gas plans/rates for the city buildings. 

 
6:30 P.M.   Finance & Legislation Committee Chairman Dallas A. Bigley & 

Members: Robert D. Burnside, Ronald A. Carcelli. The purpose of 
the meeting is to discuss the 20202 Budget and pending legislation. 

     
…Committee Meetings Canceled due to No Legislation on Tuesday, 

March 31, 2020… 
 

ANNOUNCED LIVING FOR LIV TOMORROW PLEASE WEAR 
PURPLE IN HER HONOR AND POST PICTURES TO SOCIAL 

MEDIA 
 

ADJOURNMENT 

Bayus moved seconded by Bigley that the meeting be adjourned. 
 Roll Call: Voting yea: Baluck, Bayus, Bigley, Burnside, Carcelli, Greenwood, 
Pingley. 
   Motion Carried 7-0. 
 

Meeting Adjourned. 
 
President of Council, Joseph N. Rudzik declared the meeting be adjourned and 

thanked everyone for joining “GoToMeeting” App. 
 
 

_______________________________ _______________________________ 
CLERK OF COUNCIL   PRESIDENT OF COUNCIL 


	Take steps to protect yourself

